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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

MANY MORE INSTRUCTORS NEEDED! 

Early in the summer we made an appeal for instructors and as- 
sistants ; the need is still acute, in fact it is becoming more acute all 
the time. No other form of patriotic service is more important at the 
present time than the training of the new nursing reserves, and un- 
less we have an adequate supply of instructors to do this work, the 
training schools in the country are going to suffer severely. This is 
a matter for individual institutions and for organizations to consider 
seriously. As an aid to solving this difficulty we would suggest : 

First, that we bring into active service every nurse who has had 
successful experience in teaching and that we encourage any who 
have an aptitude for teaching to prepare as speedily as possible for 
this work. 

Second, in order that these teachers may get in touch with the 
hospitals where they are needed, that we organize as speedily as possi- 
ble some central bureau or exchange where their credentials may be 
kept on file and where hospitals may apply for these and other kinds 
of assistants. The Council of National Defense has asked that appli- 
cants to training schools be referred to them in order that they may 
be sent where they are most needed. A further step in the same di- 
rection would be to let them distribute the available instructors. This 
is in line with the action recently taken by the Government in supply- 
ing labor for war industries. 

Third, we should organize evening courses in psychology and 
teaching principles in connection with local Leagues of Nursing Ed- 
ucation and secure instructors from normal schools or university de- 
partments of education for this work. The Philadelphia City League 
has shown what can be done along these lines. 

Fourth, where third year students in training schools show 
promise of good teaching ability, they should be allowed to take part 
of the preparation for teaching in the last months of their training, 
counting this work toward their diplomas as any other affiliating 
course would be counted. 
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To meet this great need for instructors, Teachers College is ad- 
mitting this fall to certain selected courses, two or three senior pupils 
from New York hospitals. These pupils are to live in the hospitals 
and assist the instructors there for a few hours a week, spending 
most of their time in study at the college. A limited number of senior 
students from other hospitals who have good educational standing, 
and have shown high scholarship during their training who have also 
completed all the hospital services required for graduation, may be 
admitted on the same basis. Where pupils are unable to pay their own 
expenses, an effort should be made to provide scholarship or loan 
funds to cover part or all of the cost of such a course. 

There are various ways in which a student at the College can 
help defray her expenses, which the College authorities will gladly 
explain, such as opportunities for cooperative housekeeping, teaching 
scholarships in connection with several hospitals, etc. As the work 
of the fall term begins on September 25, any nurses who contemplate 
taking such courses should make application at once. 

PROMOTION OF SOCIAL HYGIENE— THE NURSE'S SHARE 
Lieutenant Beckwith of the Army tells us in this issue of the 
Journal what the Government is doing to protect and educate its 
young men in regard to venereal disease and he closes by leaving 
with the public its share of the problem. Nurses are among the best 
agents a cause for clean living could have and they should not shirk 
their responsibility. However and wherever they are employed, they 
may help in the following ways: first they may enlighten both men 
and women as to the prevalence and the danger of such diseases; 
second, they may help rouse public sentiment for a safe community 
with no segregated or red light districts ; third, they may help devise 
means to care for the women who are driven out of their haunts of 
vice, — they are still human beings and are in need of physical and 
moral regeneration with a chance to make a living in a reputable 
way; fourth, they may help promote the movement for a clearer 
knowledge of these problems so that no young person, man or woman, 
shall run into temptation through ignorance and so that both may 
maintain one standard of morals. Dr. Gorgas, in an address before 
the American Medical Association, stated that the existance of a 
dual standard, one law for man and another for woman, was merely 
the result of years of accepted custom and was not founded on 
necessity. 

THE CAMPAIGN FOR STUDENT NURSES 
At what seemed an inconvenient time, July 29 through August 
10, the nurses of the country were asked to cooperate with the Council 
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of National Defense in a campaign for enrolling more students 
for our training schools. Everyone realizes that this is a war demand 
and that war does not consult the convenience of those concerned, so 
as cheerfully as possible, vacations were put off or abandoned and 
many long hot days were spent in interviewing possible candidates 
for training. It is too soon to give results, but we believe there will 
be a substantial increase in applicants. From our own limited ex- 
perience, the inquirers were largely from two classes, women of 
leisure, whose education has been so irregular that it is almost im- 
possible to make up the desired "equivalent" in definite hours and 
subjects; and young working women, tired of the mechanical tasks 
they are performing, who grasp at nursing as a step to a more in- 
teresting life, but whose education does not come up to the required 
standard of even one year of high school. Both these classes of 
young people were moved by patriotic motives and though many must 
be rejected, enough will have been enrolled to make the effort worth 
while. The fact that many physicians are in the Army and that all 
high school principals are absent from their homes in summer, has 
made the securing of certificates a matter of delay. Certainly the 
need of more applicants for our schools of nursing has been brought 
home to the public as never before. 

WAR PROBLEMS 

The Journal, in common with all other business houses, has its 
war-time difficulties to meet, the latest of which is the zone system of 
postage. We had known that it was coming and had anticipated that 
the cost of posting an edition might be doubled but it was a blow to 
find that the postage on the August Journal was four times the usual 
amount. Part of this increase was due to the fact that the convention 
Journal is nearly twice the size of the ordinary one, but most of the 
increase will be permanent, at least for the period of the war, and it 
is our task to study the best way of meeting this added expense. 
Because the Journal belongs to the members of the American Nurses' 
Association, we like to make them sharers in our problems, especially 
as we must ask their cooperation in working them out. 

There are several courses open to us : to increase the price of the 
Journal ; to charge a zone rate for postage in addition to the present 
subscription price ; or to reduce the size of the magazine. It may be 
we shall have to resort to all of these plans but we mean to try the 
last one first. 

A two-dollar magazine should contain 64 pages of text, in order 
to pay its way. The JOURNAL has always contained 80 text pages, 
and more often than not it has run up to 90 or 100. We are now 
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going to make a great effort to keep to or below 80, as 64 seems a 
hopeless goal with all the demands for space which come to us. In 
order to do this we must ask all writers of articles to be brief and to 
the point; all department editors to keep within their limits, and all 
senders of news items to pack their information into the smallest 
compass, or to allow us to do so. The Army and Navy appointments 
are current history of great import and cannot be reduced nor omitted, 
so other things must give way to make room for them. 

The August issue of the Journal was delayed in mailing because 
of the intricacies of the zone system, — we ask the patience of our 
subscribers for this and their continued interest and cooperation. 
Very often a word of appreciation is contained in a letter renewing a 
subscription which cheers us on like the grasp of a friendly hand. 
We know that now, as always, our readers are with us in our efforts 
to make the Journal interesting, inspiring, a valuable record of 
events in the nursing world and a place for the exchange of opinion. 

Examination Questions 

During this war period it will be necessary for the Journal to 
forego the publication of examination questions as given by the 
various state boards. They are not as necessary as they once were 
as a means of study and review for candidates for the degree of 
registered nurse, as there are now on the market two excellent books 
on the subject. 

The Index 

In compliance with a request of the Government as part of its 
effort to conserve the paper supply, this magazine will publish its 
index, which usually appears as part of the September issue, on a 
separate sheet which will be sent, on request only, to all those sub- 
scribers who bind their Journals or who wish to have an index for 
reference. Readers who wish for the index should notify us before 
October 1st, as only a few hundred copies will be printed, the type 
being held for one month for possible further orders. 

Including the Journal in Association Dues 
Another suggestion of the Government which may become 
mandatory is that no magazine subscription shall be included in as- 
sociation dues. Until this matter is settled, we shall have to hold 
in abeyance the privilege of subscribing to the Journal for a whole 
association at the rate of $1.50 each. That is, we shall have to cease 
making new arrangements for such subscriptions. Those who have 
already entered subscriptions in this way will be carried for the 
present until we can determine what is required of us. 
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Fraudulent Agents 
Once more word comes to us of an unauthorized agent operating 
in the name of the Journal, this time in California. Nurses are 
warned not to trust their subscriptions to unknown persons. There 
are a few old and tried magazine agencies known all over the country 
and there are, in each large community, nurses who are authorized 
to take subscriptions for us, but.it is always safe to send subscriptions 
directly to the Journal office in Rochester. 

THE INTERSTATE SECRETARY 

This year, more than ever before, organizations wishing a visit 
from the Interstate Secretary should make their plans in advance 
and should get in touch with her as early as possible. Not only does 
this save her time and strength, but the recent advance in railway 
rates makes it a greatly increased expense to the associations sending 
for her if she must double on her route. On the other hand, if there 
are associations where reorganization is not yet completed, or where 
interest and enthusiasm are at a low ebb, the members cannot af- 
ford not to have Miss Eldredge and they should find out soon when 
she is to be in their vicinity. Her September engagements are for 
New York State. Where an itinerary is being planned for a whole 
state, distances should be short enough so that a sleeper need not be 
taken, as the expense of traveling is thereby increased. She should 
always be addressed in care of the Journal, 45 South Union Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



rank for army nurses 

To make a force of nurses effective it must be organized under those having 
authority to command them. Privates in the medical corps, called orderlies, but 
with little professional training, must help the nurses in their duties. Tasks re- 
quiring physical strength and no skill must be done by them and the nurses must 
tell them how and when. 

In an army rank counts much in enforcing orders and discipline, and organ- 
ization is impossible without it. Therefore army-trained nurses should be given 
rank, non-commissioned and commissioned, as it is given in all other branches of 
the Army. The fact that nurses are women is no reason for withholding it. It 
is given in the British army and works well. Why not in ours? There are many 
uniformed men in the Army with commissions who will never be exposed to as 
much danger and who are no more necessary in the military establishment. 

Why there should be opposition it is hard to say, unless it be the same nar- 
row view held somewhere in the medical corps of the Army which resisted the 
employment of female trained nurses at all. — William Howard Taft in the 
Philadelphia Public Ledger. 



